
Experts from Six Countries Discussed the Strategic Communication 
Issues in Russian Presidential Academy 

On 25th of April 2019, the round table άStrategic Communication Facing the Contemporary 
Political Challengesέ took place in the Institute of Law and National Security of the Russian Presidential 
Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA). The Chair of the International 
Security and Foreign Policy of Russia organized the event with an academic and information support of 
the European-Russian Communication Management Network (EURUCM Network), and Association of 
Studies, Research and Internationalisation in Eurasia and Africa ς ASRIE (Italy), Eurocontinent (Belgium) 
and The Geopolitics of the East Association (Romania). 

Head of the Chair, Doctor of Sciences (in Politics), Professor Alexander MIKHAILENKO addressed 
the guests of the round table with a welcoming speech. He told about the long history of the 
Presidential Academy, established based on two Soviet Academies. One was founded in 1946 as an 
Academy of the Social Sciences under the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, and the second one, founded in 1977, was the Academy of the National Economy under the 
Council of Ministers of the USSR. Since 2010, when both the academies were merged in RANEPA, the 
biggest educational establishment in Russia, its activity combines many education and research 
directions, in its Moscow campus and 54 regional branches. Professor Mikhailenko also stressed the 
importance of the international contacts for the Chair and the significance of the round table topic given 
the contemporary political situation. 

 

Round table contributors 

 

The event was moderated by Doctor of Sciences (in Politics), Professor at the Chair of the 
International Security and Foreign Policy of Russia (and also the Senior Researcher at the School of 
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International Relations at the Saint Petersburg State University) Darya BAZARKINA and Doctor of 
Sciences (in General History), Professor, Leading Researcher at the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Senior Researcher at the School of International Relations 
at the Saint Petersburg State University, Director of the International Centre for Social and Political 
Studies and Consulting Evgeny PASHENTSEV. Ten papers on different aspects of the ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΩ {ǘǊŀǘ/ƻƳ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜƭƎƛum, India, Italy, Sweden, 
Romania and Russia. 

Darya BAZARKINA presented the paper άCounteraction to Terrorist Propaganda as a Task of 
Strategic Communication: the European Union ExperienceέΦ {ƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƘŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
communication provision of the counter-ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άthe elaboration and 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
including managerial decisions, information distribution mechanisms and information transmission to 
internal and external target audiences with the aim of influencing themέΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ 
ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ L/¢ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ƛǎΣ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ŀ ƪŜȅ 
ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ Lǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ƻōŜȅ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 5ŀǊȅŀ .ŀȊŀǊƪƛƴŀ ŀƭǎƻ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ŦŀǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ !Ǌŀō {ǘǊŀǘ/ƻƳ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΣ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмр ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳōŀǘ L{ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀΦ ²ƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘŀǎƪǎ Ǝƻ ŦŀǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 
ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΣ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ 9ǳǊƻǇƻƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ 
ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ L{ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀΦ ¢ƘŜ wŀŘƛŎŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ όw!bύ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ 

 

Giuliano Bifolchi 
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Giuliano BIFOLCHI, PhD Candidate at the University of Rome Tor Vergata and Co-founder of the 
Association of Studies, Research and Internationalisation in Eurasia and Africa (ASRIE, Italy), in his paper 
άJihadist Propaganda in the Russian Language: the Case of Kavkazcenter.com and Its Implication for the 
National Securityέ noticed that after the rise of the Islamic State, the international and academic 
community started paying attention on jihadist propaganda in Russian language. He searched in his 
presentation the case study of Kavkazcenter and paid attention on the misunderstanding between 
Russia and the EU in their approaches to countering jihadist proǇŀƎŀƴŘŀΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ άǘhe European Union has 
several times declared its commitment in the fight against all form of terrorism and crime and the will to 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΥ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘƭŜȅΣ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ 
behaviour on the North Caucasus, its partnership with Georgia, and its support of some members of the  
former Chechen  Republic  of  Ichkeria  have been  perceived  by  the  Kremlin  as  a  threat  to  its  
national  security.έ Giuliano Bifolchi concluded, that Kavkazcenter.com is a website well-structured for 
the Russian speaking audience. The website is long-live because it is (or it was) supported by Western 
countries and organisations. Foreign governments and organisations should understand that supporting 
Kavkazcenter.com might become a threat for the international security because the message can reach 
the Muslim communities in Central Asia and the Caucasus but also the Russian and Caucasian migrants 
in Europe. Mr BifolchƛΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 9¦-Russia security issues and 
the possibilities for StratCom to minimize their consequences. 

 

Saswati Dey 

 

Saswati DEY, Master of Arts in Geography and the First Secretary of the Embassy of India in 
Moscow, considered the ǘƻǇƛŎ άMass Media and Strategic Communication in International Relationsέ 
with the special accent on strategy of communication through ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 
democracy ς India. Ms Dey defined a strategic communication as άcommunication made with the 
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intention to achieve a defined objective in the long termέ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ this 
communication should be planned. The planning needs to take into account: the meaning intended to 
be conveyed; the content that is used to convey the meaning; the medium used to convey the content; 
the target audience for the content; and how the aforementioned points help achieve the objective. 

She presented also the case study of the ongoing  Indian elections ς so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άWhatsApp 
electionsέΣ ǿƘŜƴ 40% of the respondents in special survey said they were a members of a WhatsApp 
group set up by a political party. Almost 40% of Indian respondents said they received more than 10 
forwarded messages a day. Wit and humour, sarcasm and localisations have become an integral part of 
such communications. This situation forces ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
target audience. In addition, Indian StratCom takes into account the impact of diversity (there are 1.2 
billion people, among them 900 million voters (468 million million men and 432 million women), 29 
states and 22 scheduled languages in the country). άLǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳǇƘƛƭƭ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ 
which is fundamentally a pluralistic society to send out a coherent message that everyone could hear in 
the same way at the same timeέΣ a! 5Ŝȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ. 

 

Olga Hauer-Tyukarkina 

 

Olga HAUER-TYUKARKINA PhD, Lecturer at the Faculty of Political Science at Lomonosov Moscow 
State University, presented her ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ άTools, Strategies and Techniques of Effective Strategic 
Communications of a Political Actor during a Crisis (Case Study: European Union)έΦ The key message of her 
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presentation stated that Crisis in not undoubtedly negative phenomenon. It provides the actor with additional 
άǇǳǎƘέ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ-measures are not taken, 
actor can suffer big (financial, human, reputational) losses. Dr Hauer-Tyukarkina also considered the 
difference between the Crisis Management (managing/controlling a crisis situation with the help of 
different tools based on existing crisis strategy); Crisis Communications όǘƘŜ άŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
organization and the public before, during, and after the negative occurrence, which is based on 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέύΣ ŀƴŘ Crisis 
Strategy (strategy on managing a crisis situation which describes key objectives, key communication 
tools, KPIs trackŜǊǎ ŜǘŎΦύΦ  hƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ζL ǿŀƴǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜη όIch will Europa) implemented in 
Germany during highest peak of integration and economic crisis, different levels of communication were 

demonstrated: classic ATL (OOH, digital, print), social media comƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ twΣ άǇǳōƭƛŎ ¢ŀƭƪǎέΦ 

Among key learnings Olga Hauer-Tyukarkina presented on the EU materials most important can be 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴŜǎΦ ά!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǘƻƻƭōƻȄ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ς there is a 
lack of consistency in the communications. Comms are there, but not strategic communications. As a 
result, 9¦Ωǎ ƛƳŀƎŜκǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ in times of crisis (negative tone-of-voice in Media, opinion 
polls etc). Strategic Comms could help overcoming the crisis more smoothly. EU should define its 360-
degree strategy with clear mission/vision and narratives, with clearly defined execution plan and 
ǎȅƴŎƘǊƻƴƛȊŜŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƭƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ¢ƻƻƭōƻȄΦέ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ άEU has developed 
communications infrastructureέ (made efficiency review the efficiency, deleted some instruments and 
focused on national-level communications to broaden outreach) and well-established channels like 
Euronews and Europa.eu, there can be a long way to the real StratCom. 

 

Evgeny Pashentsev 
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Evgeny PASHENTSEV researched in Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ άArtificial General Intelligence: A New Challenge for 
Strategic Communicationέ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘ/ƻƳ ŦƛŜƭŘ caused by the technical 
progress. In particular, he gave several points of view, on which άƘumans must become cyborgsέ if they 
are to stay relevant in a future dominated by artificial intelligence. That was the warning from Tesla 
founder Elon Musk. Musk argued that as artificial intelligence becomes more sophisticated, it would 
lead to mass unemployment. If humans want to continue to add value to the economy, they must 
ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ άƳŜǊƎŜǊ ƻŦ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜέΦ LŦ ǿŜ 
Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ǌƛǎƪ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ άƘƻǳǎŜ Ŏŀǘǎέ ǘƻ !Lέ. Especially interesting was tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ tŀǎƘŜƴǘǎŜǾΩǎ 
vision of the possible world order scenarios under the condition of the wide spreading of the new 
technologies (like AI and genetic engineering). According to his paper, there are some possible variants 
of the future for humankind in the new reality. First one is (1) current neoliberal or national-
conservative models which are in decline practically everywhere. Rapid local conflict escalation all over 
the globe and especially a potential WW3 will push humankind back to the past. Following 
consequences can be also possible: (2) modified capitalist systems in the form of global authoritarian or 
totalitarian regimes necessary for the artificial and controlled stagnation of technical progress and 

global social order; (3) centralised 
bureauctatic systems (under the 
banner of socialism) in which 
central planning evenly distributes 
the products produced by the 
robots; (4) exterminism (a neo-
feudal society in which the rich 
part of society lives in fortified 
enclaves protected by armies of 
killer robots); and (5) classless 
progressive society appearing as a 
result of the interdependent and 
to some extent synchronised 
revolutions (social, AI, genetic 
etc.). 

As Professor Pashentsev 
concluded, the times are hard, 
and the strategic task lies not in 
the search for the alternative 
configuration of global political 
and military blocks (or conserving 
the old ones), but rather in the 
aligning of joint interests in order 
to solve the principal issues of 
mankind. The efficiency of 
strategic communication as means 
of collaboration is negligible if 
strategic interests and goals 
mismatch drastically. In this case, 
strategic communication 

inevitably becomes a tool of 
information warfare. A program 
of joint optimisation of strategic 

Olga Polunina 
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communication is completely impossible to implement in the current situation of growing tension 
between Russia and China on the one hand and the USA, the EU on the other. 

Olga POLUNINA PhD, Associate Professor at the Russian State Social University, Senior Researcher 
at the International Centre for Social and Political Studies and Consulting (Russia) revealed in her 
presentation the topic άProblems of Strategic Communication in Latin America under the Conditions of 
New Information and Communication RealityέΦ She stressed the widespread huge stereotypes on Latin 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ά[ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎέ, not 
only from the geographical but also from the digital point of view. Given these meanings, it is strictly 
important to learn more about the region and the role of contemporary ICT in its life. 

Latin America is a continent of the big contrasts, and the sphere of communication is not an 
exception. Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Uruguay are the leaders in development and implementation of the 
new technologies, and many other countries are left far behind. One vivid example came from the 

journalists who covered the 
event when Cuban leader Miguel 
5ƝŀȊ-Canel took office: all of them 
mentioned in their reports that 
he has an iPad, which can be the 
evidence of certain stereotypes 
even between media 
practitioners. However, Latin 
American market is an area of the 
big opportunities for the foreign 
companies (banks, retailers, 
airlines), and local PR and 
advertising agencies willingly 
offer them the services in work 
with target audiences in the 
region. Innovation hubs are 
spreading from Mexico City to 
Bogota, from Lima to Santiago. 
For example, Argentina is well-
known regional center for digital 
entrepreneurship; Brazil 
developed the digital banking 
system that is on the first place in 
region. However, still too few 
companies in Latin America are 
going digital first. To compete in 
the digital economy, Latin 
America should improve its 
communication skills 
(networking, teamwork, 
creativity and innovative agile 

approach, proficiency in English 
etc.), Dr Polunina noticed. She 
also assumed that despite the 

Greg Simons 
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economic problems (such as unemployment, political and social instability), rapid development of the 
ƴŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ όŀǎ !Lύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ !L ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ ŦƻǊ 
example, the mean of target management of labor shortenings. 

Greg SIMONS PhD, Senior Researcher at the Department of Eurasian Studies at Uppsala University 
(Swedenύ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ άCommunicating Key Narratives during Civilisational DeclineέΦ From his 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘΣ άƛŦ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ 
or ideals as the multiculturalism and globalization, which are both the aspects of the liberal global 
ǳǘƻǇƛŀ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
liberal democracy is the only legitimate political system. On the other hand, its particular concepts (for 
example, the notion of democratic peace) justify the export of democracy with the help of armed force. 
According the theory of democratic peace, the more democracies are in the world, the less armed 
conflicts are conducted. The non-democracies create the possibility for conflicts that is why they should 
ōŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎƛŜǎΦ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ нллоΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ 
combination with the counter-terrorist proclamation, and later during Arab SpringΧέ If the USA and its 
allies with the links to counter-terrorism ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜƴǘŜǊ LǊŀǉ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ , the Arab Spring would not be possible, 
Dr Simons noticed. These events refute the theory of democratic peace, as the invasion to Iraq has 
triggered a number of armed conflicts in the Middle East. Though the contemporary Western elites 
continue to believe in the liberal democratic ideology, its implementation meets much backlash all over 
the world. There are the different political institutions, which have been created to support the system 
of the liberal democracy since the end of the WW II. The system is weakening today because of the 
number of institutions competing with each other instead of consolidation. On the other hand, such 
organizations as BRICS and SCO create certain challenge to the Western dominance. The idea of the 
liberal democracy on the national level also competes with the globalist vision of this phenomenon. 
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